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CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — NORTH METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICE — 
MISCONDUCT — PROCUREMENT REFORMS 

Statement by Minister for Finance 
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [12.14 pm]: I rise today to advise the house that the 
government has completed its review of the contractors named in the Corruption and Crime Commission report 
into the North Metropolitan Health Service. That review considered, among other things, the significant body of 
material gathered by the CCC as part of its investigation into the Western Australian health system, and whether 
and when the contractors named in the report should be engaged by the state for future government work. Public 
servants are required to observe the highest standards of probity and accountability in the expenditure of public 
funds, and there is a clear expectation from the Western Australian community that government contractors be 
held to no lesser standard of account. The review confirmed that the conduct of the 11 contractors named in the 
CCC report was of such a nature that they should remain ineligible to receive, both directly and indirectly, future 
state government contracts for varying periods of time. This ranges from one year and three months through to 
five years in the most egregious of cases. These periods of ineligibility take into account the duration of the 
temporary suspension already applied to the contractors, which in most cases exceeds 12 months, and are 
considered necessary to ensure both the state government and the contractors have adequate time to take action 
and implement strategies to prevent a reoccurrence of the serious misconduct; disassociate the state government 
from the contractors that caused and facilitated the damage to its reputation and to allow the reputation of the state 
to be restored; and to permit and facilitate restoration of public confidence in the procurement system and the 
ability of ethical businesses to effectively engage in that system. 
The government’s focus will now turn to broader procurement reforms, as recommended by the Special Inquiry into 
Government Programs and Projects and the Service Priority Review. A centrepiece of those reforms will be the 
introduction of a new procurement act and ethical procurement framework, which clearly articulates the government’s 
expectations of suppliers. Consultation on the new act and framework is well progressed, and drafting of the 
legislation has recently commenced. The people of Western Australia place great faith in their government to act 
ethically, and the McGowan government is taking unprecedented steps to ensure that that faith is upheld. 
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